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1907 AND THE PRESENT OUTLOOK. 

^ - r " . ■ 

■ yss-r li)07, rich in congresses, acquainted us with Yery 

TTiany,details of the■i=e<!^t“lrigt^ry of the Anax’cliist, Socialist -and 
Labodl^raoveiiients which I had but very limited -opportunities 
to examine,; still, I shall-- try to gather from wliat 1 know the 
main points of the present situpion and tendencies of all tliese. 
movements, to see what ,is being done, and what is, in my 
opinion,'left to do. ' , , . - . 

AYe notice first t/m utter iailiive of political Socialism. The 
Socialist vote growp quicker than do Socialist.ideas';, lienee all 
thei millions of Socialist and Labour votes currv-no'real strength 


changed hy it in a moment if the prodiu'ers only wisJied itall 
wealth becomes a' heap of decaying matcnnla if nobody will work 
on them ; alT”pf>wer vahislies if there is noliody to obey it.; It is 
evident that this cannot he achieved at (uie slrokc; lKMfije..the 
immediate .success of -general strike moveiuents is of'small 
impurtance^thousaiids of. elTorts- must. )?e innde to achieve a 
great thing. The school hn* such elTorts is tlie iSyndiralist 
movement; working experiments are- ma<le in the lahour of 
daily-life; snhotcuje'h one of them,' e (Tor to create greater 
solidarity by varifniSbrm^iDns is airethc]' one. (lovermfiental 
crimes are'met b 3 y::apid general strikes witli far greater alacrity 
thanriii the old rmin.dabout way of ca’sting a vote for an opponent 
of the Government .at an'election some years hence, and. then 
waiting patiently.for further developnienh^L Socialist pdlUicians 


with, them, and political "power* turns out to lie something finer y*- 

organised and more complicated to yield at the mere pt^siire of‘ old-iashionea Frabe ImTonists fee. - lopc ess y e u|^. )y 

irgeois v6te has at itsMjack the detenuiinitiaii* these new forces. ' ’ ^5 


the ballot. The boargeois 
of all voters to have a Government, of whate'ver party it may ho, 
that will defend'Gapitalisni.against Socialism; whilst theIjabcTur- 
vote has as yet'at its back "but a few real Sooialists and infinite 
numbers of half-hearted persons to whom' Socialism is worth 
casting a vote for every few years, but to whom''it’is not-wf^idli 
any Ollier serious'effort in everyday life, lienee Go'^einmeate^ 
either ignore thefi Socialist vote, as they do in Germany, where 
Social Democrats have the sti’ongest votiijg power of all parties ; 
or they use these Sdciulist and Labour Members as inoffensive 
papts of tlieir Radical majorjties,.a?id pay them with Govern¬ 
mental benevolence of various kinds, and some of their chiefs" 
with, seats in- the Cabinet—witness Millerand, Briand, Yiviaiii, 


And yet optimism would- be a grave mistake eveb ihp 
.cjise. It bs a largo anck-wonderful step —from the wortfil 
yoting paper to the h-Thi.e.'ipressinn of tho workers.] will by the 
‘cessation of work ; bnt h nuire- important step remains to be 
■taken—fronvthe merely negai'jve, inert cessation of work to'j'CfiF 
4 'eiK)httl(nK(.-rif e(f(xH. This slep» c.r/,, the- lliisstaii worker.^ in 
Octolw, 1905, tlid^mot take ; so.'everything went, wrong tirerc 
from that mo-ment, and ^ the splendid ,advance of revolution m 
Russia was checkhd at the .same. time. The bandit who holds 
you up will la’ugh at tfe voting paper—lie will ]>e terrorised for 
a.inoment if yon lioid^^^^hancis fast—-but if you let go yoqrhold 
again, he will thcii httahk you with greater furyithau before mid' 
and the Right Honourable John Burns.- To remain absolutely Overthrowyou. Ai^eneral strike is always good as au exerciser 
powerless with millions of votes at their back, or to be permitted but it will be effective only,if day- revolutionary effort will 


'to desert their ideas, to become the accomplices of the most 
brutal bourgeois, Governments-^these are the only issues of 
political Socialism, .the conquest of political power, which, 
theorists once .established as the first step towards Socialism. 
The oldfes't and the youngest ParUameiits are alike in this, as 
Russia showed,,where Duma after Duma was dissolved lieeause 
voting power is infinitely different-froiji fighting power. ' One 
may as well believe in repelling a uandit’s attack witli a yotiiig 
paper in preference to a pistol, as in checking capitalism, enjoy 


be combined- with it to an infinitely larger extent than up 

till now. ‘ ‘ - 

It seems to-ine that all otlier parts of Syndicalist \ymdc can 
well take care of themselves; routine work and occasions for 
strike'mov'ei,nents are much more favourable wjieii arising out of 
sudden events than Aiien carefully prepared beforehaiirl. We' 
may -coHipare liel‘e the Italian strikes dl solidarity, which break 
out witli iiglitniijg rapidity, to the relative failure of the kVench 
Eight Hour movement^ prepared loTig ago to begin on the I'ji'st 


ing possession of all wealth und power,'by the paper wjeapon of,May, 190G, a inistake that has since been recognised. 1ft hat 
of .Parliamentary censure. Political .Socialism is, 'however, I call, “ revolutionary effoi't’’can only be^ prepared in onh way 
inevitable, as ambitions polltidiaiis will always seek advance- by the'^irici'ease in nunibe.V- and .e[Ii6iency of rpvolutioiiists. 
ment in this way, coming to the top by means of the L-ibour Revolutionists ■cminot be created-; propaganda can only awaken 
vote and then re|iping the profits -for'tliemselves ; but as this is the latent energies which slumber iii a few ; in others they are 
being done always more cynically arid in a business way, larger ■ asleep to s'ucli an extent as never to be aroused ; in others, again,, 
numbeis mat/ be expected to seellirough this game by and by.; they .will only be aroused on the spur of events. jl men 

ajad ill any case, Socialist governineiitalism .is'being discredited of these qualities can during a general strike oveicotne the 
hy its own action under our eyes, which lesson may sarems yet initial difficulTies, they'may set the? bah rolling'; otherwise Uie- 
from having to pass through flhe -e-xperiment of a State Socialist capitalist system will never really affected even by geneial 
society. ' - ; . ^ / strikes. As n.a ope ekn know-nvIjethBiv such action will be forth- 

""Another fallacy which modern developments {ea<f to expose .coming some day, Gi''vvhether llie'number Gf determined men 
is that of a eentrtdised State, so dear to oi'thodox,. Socialists. ;'vvilh always remain too small comparativmy, it ,is inapossible tO; 
Their own electioneering ambition puts them on the right way .. consider the general strike, as t.he one and orily wa-y^ that leads 
in this cafee by discovering I the spheres of municipal and local " ' ' ’ " ^ 

action.' It~rs-“tpr}.e they have also given us the useful object- 
lesson that Governments or, autlioritarian administrative bodies 
cqn be equally wrong, be tlieir sphere of power tiie largest or 
the smallest.- Still, local life has been revived, to some, extent 




-.from this system ^ abetter state of -tliiugs. This alone ought 
to teach us not to spend all our energy on Syndicalism,^ and that 
those who are inclined to do so should not spend it on the- 
elementary‘and routine part of it, but on its most'advaneed side,, 
uxiti KJixxi, xuv^nx x,x(i xjcxo xx^.x.^..«. hriiong tllose who explore the unexplored tracts between Syndi- 

even at the-hands of these friends of centralisation, and it will .oalist and revolutiimary action. Here^ all.possible help is vvanted 
never'go to-rest again ; on tile contrary, the-State, which inter¬ 
feres with it in so many ways, will have to go. Things in; tins 
domain go our-way, but Anarchists would mot waste tiine .in 
helping a liyle in place of letting things drift. By this I mean 
the-support of all that may make local life independent of the 
State, but also a cheek'on all newly ■ arising localised govern- 
mentallsi-m 


and no one can give it but Anarchists, and among them only 
tliose of,.really revolutionary disposition. _ ^ 

Antimilitamst movements are extremely sympathetic; 
only they are yet in th^ir. beginnings, and jiave an enormous 
work before ifiCm.^ Erom the school to the Press, national hatred 
is diffused through an elaborate network everywhere. Again,, 
autliority brubdises tlie best-meaning young people, who have ta 


It is unmistakable that all classes of workers have begome become soldiers, and an hour of practical wo^k makes al^olute 
conscious of the obvious fact that the life of society ceases if they -beasts df soldiers and officers—witness the horrors in Lhina^ 
stop froiii work. , The. idea of economic action, oi the'General ^ Morocco', etc. Antimilitarist seems not yet decided eveiywnere 
Strike, is ripe everywhere; the face of the earth might be- on one great point: whether to consider the soldier as a brute 
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' or as a victim, 'wbetber to combat hiin or to try to wui' him over. 

Here also the j’eal.eiVect of the propaganda will be felt once, at a 
sudden moment wlien the nulitary apparatus, undet'mineJ by 
ceaseless efforts, will collapse. * lu the meantime so initcli remains 
tO|"be ilone here^that the smallest effort is welcome. "" 

Theories, dogmas,.are nci longer patiently endured ; too many 
pebiile examine tliem, and their weak points are found out. This 
happened to Mar-xissni ^vl^en, at last, it was more closely looked 
at fi-om every point. We may. foresee .that no other„sysfce!^ will 
ever win even that amount of recognition which Marxi^i once 
had—and this, again, is a step in Our direction. Only we must 
not ourselves be burdened with theones and overlook • to. some 
extent 'the difference .between hypotheses and principles. I 
allude to the economic docti-ines of Anarchism,'of which none 
shall ever be considered as obligatory or generally applicable. 

It puny be that niter experience one oconomic system uiny be in 
mO]’e generalise than all others ; butdiefore tlii.s we all long for 
a period of unlimited free action, to win that experience of which 
we all must be said now to be deficient. T^e*gates that open, 
into Anarchism should be widened, 

■one who is Teally Aiiarclust" there 

.and rvelcothes free experience in all, and does hot make 
of anything’beforehand save the necessity of ii’ee,dom and fair 
play all round, which is possible.only under Anarchy—which, in 
I'act, is nothing but Anarchism itself. . 

Xn this connection all sorts of speeialis&d movements are a 

good sign- People no longer wait until a great change puts One is the fact revealed ; the'other is the temper of mind, 
every tiling straight; they begin smaller and larger experimental., meptal atmosphere, with which we severally perceive ,that fact 
creations here and now, separated as far ns possible from the associations we .impose upon it and the context we interpret 
State and the piesent economic system ; they create oases, by. ^ The interprete^iv is half the law. No two men see'the 
neutral territories, laboratories for future experiencg^all of, same tree. • - “ | 

which may he superseded by later developments, but is the • This is beautifully ilhistrated by the , peculiar heresy called 
best that can be done to-day. Moreover it strengthens the right neo-Darwinism, which may -be described, as Darwinism seen 
tendency, tileach one should work on lines which bis own through blood-red spectacles, it is Usually expressed in such 
inclination maps .out for him. , ■ .- phi’ases as thatman has been made what he is by competition’*; 

On the' whole, then, we noticed a number of;very sympathetic ^.nd, by careful selection of spectacles, we may presently evolve- 
tendeucies ; but we must not forget one point: our enemies have a,splendid vision of Nature red in tooth and claw, and all things- 
to a larger degree tlrau ever before corrupted public opinion on busily engaged in battle; murder, and sudden deatlu It , is-' 
tiieir -behalf by playing on greed and prejudice of all kinds. 

Hace-hatred’was resuscitated, Protection also. Protection ex¬ 
tended to Xrfiboui* oplins problems on wiiicli m^ny. average 
Labour people—Americans, Australians; before all—are not^ 
sound. Anything 
in ,t1ie way'of ‘the 


[This interesting and apprecijative article on Kropotkin's book, by 
John Wrau, (Appeared in the P^onee^• of November 23 last,. 

The bobk has'ytt^tbeeii reprint/^j^ -i ■ - - . - 

■ , No great truth can be tol|^i„i^out danger. The greater the .- 
truth, the greater tlie ■ falseh^b^|f'|hat can be drawn from its ■ 
corruption, or misapprehenMb^^On this tree most of the 
teachers of, humanity have been crucified. It is very hard, if 
not impossible, to escape the dilemma; for it seems beyond the- 
power of^ the wisest to state a truth so that It shall never be 
_misunderstoo<i. Hence the ancient mysteries, ^nd' the hidden 
wisdoms . that were preserved amongst special initiates and 
refused to the common cry; anti dicnce,.also, therl^^ti^.e:;';^ all 
ages been men to uphold tite necessity of Autli6iii‘^''^^;,::Sasb 
a profound truth iulp the midst , of men. is to'do a\ti?H5^iiot 
without danger. And the answer to this is that the .dlinger 
cannot be avoided. Even the most jealously- kept mystery 
becomes corrupted,; and, every seat of, A.athority in the end is 
found to be* asserting a lie. _ But if you will alio\y a truth to- 
fight its own battle and work'bnt its own. salvation, it will persist 
with an indestructible vitality. If will overcome, little by little,, 
all the falsehoods that w.er'e begot of if,' until it is at last seen to 
beAvhat it really is. Ther^, are two 'parts,.to every revelation. 
One is the fact revealed ; the' other is the temper of mind, ^e 


comforting, because it clearly'ljustifies us in regarding slums as 
an ordinance of Nature,'arwl unemployment as a' regrettable- 
necessity, and our own private income as the reward of our own 
evolutionary virtues. It is the philosophy oL'the fat kine; The 
can. possibly debase the working classes - do’not see it-quite so readily. They have more of the- 

;'literature,'sport, etc.,'is equally thrown . shrewd■ scepticism which says ‘hLet us test it.” l . 


hresSy iueraiure, sporr, etc., is equally liirpwn . oucjjwuioiia whhj.!! .’.utsi- ua ueau lu. i . 

across their way. All tliis work of counter-revolution is'practised ' ' Because the truths that Darwin gave to the world,-and made 
to perfection under the eyes of the English people, who, when think of, are great truths, they are the more,, dangerous 


reading of the Exploits of tlie Black Gangs of the Russian Czar, 
are hi tie; avvnve, as a ruleh tlmt the same Black Gangs are 
.o^jerating ’against llieniselvea, only , under a more cunning 


disgt 


use. 


when wrenched' out of their true proportion and taken away 
from their' right conspeqtus. The principal pai-j^f. every 
intelligent person’s task js to see' the Avhole of tr^i; and, 
pending the possibility of that, as much of it as ^possible. We 
From all this I coucl_qde thajt. whilst- some schemes like the do not think wisely when .we have done no more than taken 
■Social Democratic State Fre already eliminated, future'develop- each detail and perceived each separate axiom. One truth 

inents| in general remain as mysterious as ever. Foi^'uo one can ■ taken atone may-.amount in practice to a falsehood. AH trlit' 

poRsiuly guess the strength of latent revolutionary enei-gy that ' taken separately might be no more than so many lies, ')^e 

will be bronghttto the'-surface by coming events. ■ Will‘it be' ‘‘tlBuk wisely when we ’ at last see each detail in plac^and 


.sufficient to lead to a clean sweeping-,away of the whole present 
system, or will by-aniLby a greater separation of progtessive 
from reactionary forces arise than exists already, and the next 
stage be that the progressive forces obtain full elbowr-oom at the 
side of the reactionary forces-o-just as-^reethought is existing 
to-duy side by side with the densest .religious obtusity ? .’Free- 
ihought would have pref^'cd to demolish , religion altogether, 
but bad’to be content with uie success of attracting some, of the 


perspective; eacli axiom contributing its share to the/wholes 
modified and corrected by other truths. For th^ reason 
Kropotkin’s “Mutual Aid” is a book of very- gre^ use and 
importance, because it serves to balance and con^cfc the im¬ 
pressions we' are liable to draw from too hasty /i study of- the- 
■ earlier writers on evolution. . '’i . ' 


The theory of organic evolution, thO develppineiit of species,, 
and the siyrvival o'f tlie fittest'are not only’'tnfe. doctrines, but _(as- 
best and obtaining neutrality from-the rest—on its "guard always doctrines ar'e}_)?iu?-a? ones ; that is/to say, they not only' 

against a treacherous enemy, of cpurse. Will a similar state of i.nstify themselves as outwardly true, bid/when understood,_also^ 
tluugs-r-exenifition-'fj'om the political State and ‘economic inde- 
•p_eiKlence oira col-operative biisi.s-r'-be the next stage of A-narchism 
alsq ? Or will it remain in its .prjesent state of action'by propa¬ 
ganda only? Or will it be'able, by bridging over the gulf ' force, and’‘the modification-of fontis to mn body tliis li.fe force,—: 
wJiioh still separates S3mclicalist from, revolutionary action, to then it is not clear how we cancer reach any salisfyingpiew of 

es.l al )1 i,Rh- a. n e w basi s —,cdl 1 ec ti ve proper f.y—oh Which it, .could be ^he uni verse at allr- ^. rr.i. i — . j . 

priu-iised on a‘larger scale ? , , - ‘ 

.I conclude Jiy ciue.stions ; I cannot do otherwise. Hopes are 
not absent, but the task,before us is greater than ever. N. 


as what' we 
univei'se is 
consciDusnessy 


mean by inwardly rig lit. / If the existence of tlie- 
ndt one'"process of tb^ development of life and 
itnd its out-grooving/ill ever clearer afid intenser 


ALiiir miTlON NOW E?JADY. ' • i 

M OTUAL AID. 

Bv Beteh Kropotkin. 


. 


The .instinct' we ‘possess fliat things do 
'justify (themselves is as munh a fact as a stonb wall or luilf' 
a brick. The whole origin of'science- lay in the irresistible 
instihdt men hud tliat m^ral jihenomena bad reasonable laws,, 
and obeyed them.^. To^op half-Avay and observe suddenly that 
such new facts as discovered were u.ndoubtedly" quite 

u,i'y To our sense' of sanity, ,\vould..j^be a 
ing; it. would cut at ther root of science 
ence is nothing if not a tacit assertioiv that. 


irrational, and con 
- i^mhrkable proce 
'altogether, 
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Nutiire lias la\y^ comprehensible to our minds. . Tet although 
the “survivayof the fittest” is-perfectly-just and sane, ^nd 
appeals to as being an obvious process- of evpl,vin.^ Ifigher.; 
types of life,—it is capable of very evil distortion‘when we lu-eak. 
away witlx the crude pnncipWthat “ man was made what he is by 
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•‘Competition.’* From'Darwinism to neo-Darwiiiisin is rather a 
lyide step ; it needs some loose agility to .make it. 

The principle that nian has-been—made—what—he “is by 
• competition is not even true, if we take it as a sufficient state¬ 
ment of the case. It is about as truejas to say that trees live by 
rain. They do ; ‘but th'ey don’t.” Cbnipetitioit-"haS''had its share 
inutile making'of mankind; but. so has mutual aid. But not 


JOH^ 




TURNER IN LIVERPOOL, 


only is the principle that man. has been made what he is by* onri u* 

competition a Imlf-truth iii the .broad sense; by 'identifyilg two/P* _ .v Live™?'nr 
HiffArpnt. eitrninAAnAAc of fk*. Low? -® the Livevpool pr 


a 


different significances of the word " competition,” it is wrest 
to mean economic competition, and in this narrow sense/ix.js 
•infinitely falser. The' progress of mankind does not 
upon the wise leaving the foolish‘to their ignoranqe,ydnd the 
strong leaving the weak’ to starve. IsVro fiddled \^le Rome 
was burning; tile Romans.danced, when Nero w^t. .It is 
. wide step, indeed, h’om Darwinism to neo-Davwin> 

Kropotkin’s bbo’k is written tO' a .-thesis; 

(and a most successful one) to prove the impdi'tance of’ inutiial 
aid as a factor in evolution. It begins ^th- the'practice of 
mutual aid and social co-operation amongstaiiimals; it goes on to 
describe the universality of the same pn^iple amongst savages; 
it draws the line of demonstration th^gh the whole scale,, froni 
one end of evolution to the other,r^hrough the practices and 
institutions'of primitive and barlip&us men, the social organisa¬ 
tion of the medueval ;eitie§, to ^e present day. The wealth of 
learning needed to perforin ^h ah intellectual feat as this is 
astonishing; and the simpHcity and-lucidity with which that 
Icnowledge -is handled is ^o dess notable. John Fiske, in'his^ 


Th^ iverpool comrades were delighted With Comrade* Johnk 
Turn0r*s visit on Sunday, Decembei* 1. His two lectures gave 
pleasure nob only to comrades, but to two spiesndid audiences, 
or months we had been doing propaganda work wherever 

’urner’s visit was espopially timely as it; 
progressives an opportunity of hearing- 
Anarchism expounded by a man who ab least has gained 
publicity by the splendid,work he has done for Trade Unionism' 
in this country. To give a Tdetailed account of his lectures 
would fake too long. In the afternoon, lecturing on "The 
Tendencies' of Trade Unionism,” he sketched its rise " and 
progress, the trials of the early founders, and their subsequent 
- ft f triumphs. Oue of his great points was that so long as the 

organised workers concentrated their whole attention oh the . 
economic plane they invariably achieved valnibble concessions ; 
not only that, but the very fact-of .their being organised had an 
educational effect on the general public. ■ He then dealt with 
the coming into being of the General Federation of Trade 


Unions, and the .intrusion of Labour politics into the I’rade 


>uiy,” and Henry Drummond in' “ The 


little book,.“ Human 

Accent of Mail,’’ bo^ made very suggestive and''stiiiruiatmg ip[ds, 
efforts to encompas^omethiug of the .same kind ; but “ Mutual 
Aid,’*^both in tlie^tenf of its knowledge and the tremend^s 
ease of proc^ion,- immeas'to'ably transcends them- In them 
there are, inde^, some points not to be passed over without* loss; 
but the.vir^pf “ Mutual Aid ” lies in the width of its grasp 
and the orultitude of its illustration.” 

We beginning to shape a history of civilisation; and that 
liistory^s taking a forni not anticipated by older writers. The 
moi^we establish facts and arrange them in their order, the 
m^'Vtbei'e emerges from them a huge progression—a drama 
ganised and' articul^ited, moving through its stages with 
purpose and ■ significance. The theory of Evolution is an 

implicit demal of the supposition that things and facts are 
disconnected, incromprehensible, and of sucli’ a nature that they 
put our mental’ instincts to confusion. The- doctrine of, the 
survival of the fittest, when rightly understood, is the niost 
perfectly optimistic-doctrine that science could deduce; the one 


Union movement. There,..said he, speakiiig of the ■ General 
Federation, you have an iusbitution 'capuble of giving ta the. 
workers all they desire, even to the expropriation of the nioana 
of livelihood’from the capitalist and liindlorS classes; .biit to-day 
it stands like a derelict, helpless, because it is i4 the hands, of 
politicians, who, obsessed by middle-class political electioneering, 
obscured the potential power for • direct action this body 

In France, the Confederation of Labour; a similar but 
differently organised institution, has become .the terror of the 
exploiting classes because it is free from jpoliticsd cant and goes 
straight for the cause of the workers’ misery-—'But here 
England the General Federation is the despair pf the zealous 
workers, and will be until our Trade Unions wake tbem^ves 
from their political- sleep and' take the cue from theirfrench 
comrades. ■ Turner pointed out how other countries had played 
the game of Labour politics with ill success, and here the same 
result will inevitably follow, for politics are-, not ytae workers’ 
weapons. Society is bag^ on the economic a very of the 
workers, and the proportion of the electorate interested in 
upholding that condition is greater than the^mituber wheJ desire 
to ^weep it away;’but there is nothi ng t p-^prevent the slaves 
from organising and refusing to participate in their slavery. 
If, ’as the history of Trade Unio'nism prdv^s,, we have been able 
partial reforms without pcilitical 




most assuredly justifying our hopes dnd desires, and making ffuL I 

reasonable what would otherwise seem totaUy unreasonable and 1“??' “ ‘f, >*ave-a right to 

appalling.; Men might live without.it and yet preserve an. weapon, 

inviilcible faith that we are not t.o be -put permanently. to In the evening the lectur^on 

confusion ; men htive done so,for ages. But it is a tour de force extremely good. Comrade Turner fir'st cleared away th^ 


.(f r] 


The Aims of An^ohism ” 


oione* the less—an. effort of moral athletism. To demonSjtrafe ’ “^eef’weeptions which the tri-m " Anarchism ” had given rise to, 
•that, the nrocfif??; answArs fjn t.liA inatinAfx^n’fkJTi no io Wj-Irr and theh''defiried it as-a/social theory which condemned the 


•that the process answers to the instinct within us is to "bring to, 
us a new support—a fresh, and powerful bonviction. None,'byj 
proving that a thing hgs,.been,; can .produce that thing in us.. 
‘■We have to interpret suehphi-ases as “.the survival of the fittest’’ 
4n terms of our own natures; for, like all fundamental truths, it 


a/^ocial theory which condemned the 
domination of man by man as uojust and unsound, in whatever,™ 
form it ..exists. In Iris attack on Government, he ironically 
pointed out that frpm infancy to the grave we are subjected to 
evils which“the'GQVernmebt exists to protect us from, and for , 


ika truism, a paradox, and a trap. When, therefore, we shape ’ services we KaveJt-d. piiy enormous tsurns of money. Govern- 
our,history of civilisation, we.have also to shape our coRoeption 


of what “ fitness” is, and what,faculties, pcfwers of body and 


mind are distinguishable as proving themselves by practice. 
AVhoe-ver-.interprets the law, interprets himself. Whoever speaks, 

• describes Rimself. - AVhpever draws or paints or plays, defines 
his own nature. Hence no man will see in evolution what is not 
an liis own nature. Still,- to demonstrate the universality of 
mutual aid, and to show it as a constant factor raising men, an;i 
persisting as a.< typical attribute of 'the progressive man, is to 
-de^fine “ fitness” one degree further, and to limit the scope of/ 
-competition, or "to trace its operation into more-minute and 
; delicate stages. We are grit of the grindstone. We aie iii6re 
than perceivers of evolution. We, our hands, oui' eyes, our 
minds, our impulses, our instincts—these were developed, and 
ai'e the fathers of what slj.dill come.™ Who, then, will qirove by 
..evolution that cruelty and \vrath are the true gospelf?/ . 

_ /' 


What Glass Kings ‘ij 


On a day when Herbert Spodcei* was driving along the high road 
'from Brighton to London,, his companion innocently remarked: “1 

suppose it was along this road that George the Fourth used to drive in ^^^d^ breaking the 
a high barouche.” .“ I take no interest in the criminal classed,'* adknowlcdged by the sincere reformer, and. the sure.precursor of 
.growled the great man.”TTy(/’imc7i, Och 9, 1907.) social equality, ' 


"'■“Army,. Navy/and police to enforce laws. Statrfte laws'are the 
will affd pq.Wer of the ’preddmin^nt section registe-red^ou pai’ch- 
menb. Governments are called into existence to nlainbain the 
statUH as for instiance iu France in the days pf--fche RevolU"_ 
tion,/When the agrarian f movement resulted in the peasants 
burniug the houses of the tyrants and parcelling out the land 
for themselves. The “ States General" passed'a law declaring 
that the land captured and parcelled out should,, belong to the 
^peasants, but land nob-parcelled out must'reviTFt 'to former 
owners. ’ 

. " The Statist, whether Socialist, Liberal, or Tory, is pi*e[>ared 
to accept and be governed by man-rnade laws; but the Anarchist 
accepts none but Nature’s laws, and insists that society-will 
bever be rightly'Organised .until it is based on liberty, equality, 
and fraternity, which Gnyernmeats are n'eoessarily opposed ^o., 
wye are kept in our jervile -condition by 'the stupidity of- people 
who don’t want to get out. We have the starving unemployed 
and chijdren m the, midst of plenty, and we starve most when 
things are 'most abundant^. The- workers wilUyet have to face *, 
the important fact which Anarchists have always advocated, 
that complete emancipation can .phiy be achieved by fighting' 

economic fetters. This is the -only way 
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Tlie lint wi til 

/ • . ... _t ■ . 

SrdAt'>if7f^i\s, - if tlinro iHja bhtiMnnvlc tiii> iiou-^* yoiy ip- 

timi .uj/l nn*:a b^^-VM!i;ht‘fiirt'iu'Kl moiUbif youwmb tVi *j:onn vi-r' iy'uvj^tuv [ui pcr. 


•years-Tr-188t to 1905—t lie re have been 30,757 stnkes, involving 
an army of 7,444,279.' Organised Labour was wholly successful 
■ iu 49’48 per cenfc.^of these strikes; partially successful in 15'87 
cases; failed entirely i')Q^34■G5. So that here also in 65 ■jXer. 
cent, of the strikes something' has been gained. But it will bo 
_^said, "VVhat about the loss and suffering involved in all this? 
■''Wel), that ufiist be credited to the 'capitalist system,•■nob to thr 
1 striki'k. Tiiko, again, the position, in. Australia, where the 
' Labour Party was all for political action and legality. 'Head 
Tnni Mann's-estimate of the results," which we print below, 
i-’nliticiil action has given them a stone : they will have to 
ikn'crt to strikes to win tlieu' bread, as the-Frthich"workers have 
a]sf) shown us. hob Mr. Hose deal ^with this. 


hroiiyv am I t )i'(it‘l’s sli'uih! 'l>c made t>a\'able tf) 6 '. IT. Kooll. 

.... .. •; 


OTICS. 


( 


Til 1-: S u 1111-: ii an ri. t 11 ic ' I'h. v, 

Experience is beginning to show clearly enoviglt^ how tho 


I’flihy^vy inoii were sold ovt.-r the so-called “ setblomeut,” whicli 
was really no yiore than tliO ur’diuary cupi tali Stic apidePs web 


to .Q.htang !0 Hiie uicu ' and vio'ti(ni.so' tiicin iudividunlly. This 
■ process, has already 'coiiiiuonced, anti two n.ieu, Pnlford -and 
Riuimcr, have been disiuisscd for their activity. Some people, 
Bell aihongat ■ others, uro ])retcnding^-. *to he ■.greably shocked at 
.this; but-fche culpable pirbies who sold the inon need wonder ab^ 
nothing tTie coin panics may do, since the aeUlement .pat tho 
j.moiL under bhoii’' hools. 'Phe d’^nger nf the striko—tlio only 
thing, they' feared—wiUi' aver(ted ; iniw comes the dodga of 
civdmnk^cutiou and vietimisation, which will deceive iipd dis¬ 
hear ben. tho men with the end lass bickerings over trifies, c];unng* 
which tijuu the great Hell vy^rH ndwrtise his impijrtance; and the 
Cotnj)aiiios', with their goti^d 'friouil Lloyd George, will lau^h ■ 
in __thoii’ sleeves. Heartless .bloodsuckers, these oompanies !r 
. AVrebchefl' bools,-these lenders and wiseacirt's! Popr blind 
viotii.iiAi-..the . wnrke.rs IT M • ' 

,p . ' • V ^ .W'" ‘ ’ ,■ 

io StKIKN ([li N(tT ^-(i -.SthJNK. ■ . .. 

1\ H. Pas.p in, tho ('htrion of January 


lb-:.\e(-:~-AKn rm-:-P leoks;' , 

■ In a society like ours it is right hind proper that the MobeL' 
■|)ri;si) ft.warded to thpso who “ work for peace should g-o bo 
...... iCi pliifg, Ill an age when a “ Pt'aco ^'onfoyonco discusses, 

no tiling but tlio best uieuus of-killing-aiid mutilating ; when 
“ oi Vi 1 isfI[,ibn .'•polls niiirdt-r, -lust,.ay(1 hidootis vicu'‘Wben'a 11 ” 

the Grout P^iwers ” i U’o - suc h “givat hypocriti'S and gre'udy 
Vampires that they supphrt a Lthtpold, an Abdul, a Nicholas-'-iu . 
such an age us this Kipling should surely liave liis laurels. So • 
Lli-is harbiiigoi’ of (capitalistic) peace comes by liis own to t.h'e 
tune of .-t?.500, \Vc.ll, the pieces be with you, sweet songster of 
I ,Liu' biUTUcir-ro'-in, immortal [nu't/ot , bloud^ mid carnage, otV fire 
and the sword 1* In the slime-and corruption ’of a decaying 
s y 6 to i u yo u r ii ai u c y i 11 d is a p pear fo r e ver. Bub *n o' o n e can, r ob. 
^ 0 )u ofyinif pay, ■pay,.pay''.'' ' , . /* 


THE STANDARD OF THE ' HORSE 
■. . V AND "fHE -ASS. ■ 


3 returns to bis 

fa vg t uy te, ,t he m e n f t[ie fai lure p f s iri ko s. T h b ■ d e fea t of the pour* 
Lie ms worth strikers, who jiave suffereil untold martyrdom in ■ 
bbo,cause of laibour.is a disgrace, nob to tiie .strikers nor the 
adyoca,tcs “f the strike movement, but to fche’^^ leaders'"-—the 
Labour prditithaits (>f tills ^ Cfiu'utre. If tluise fiftT' men who are 
huinbuggiug tlic workers iu the House of Com mu us b-adhlirown 
t‘heursuhvcs ■- hoart and soul into -bhe eeoiwm fc-jsti'uggle,-iiofc only 
tho cHam^es of the Heins worth strikers sncceeding would have, 
"been probable, hut tite whole position of, thATh'ado^Union move-* 
men fill this enuubry woulil have ’been' changed, do the 

capitalists care for' vour fifty reprc.sentatives'" safely under 
lock and key iu tho House ? ^Puiyuot one of these heroes means 
to rikjcdiis precious seat—or salary. And tbeydAiiEr..-poor dumb 
dogs iu ,the midst of alt the red-tape of “ procedureand the 
.px'ospertive glory of'“'ofrice.'^ ' \Vo hate; to emote a’ politichm, b'ufc 
for oiico Lloytl-George spoke the truth when he described them 
as follows:— . 

Tilt; Lnliitiir-Pitfiy vrt-re nut: RocialiNta, In tlip Uou«e of Cniiniioiis l|in.‘y 
a.';.si8i('iP''t'li(', Liln-riil'i Piirty to t'arry, .inw'b.i'jtl in'd'astin.'?, nmt tivta tlic , 
SiidaliM.-t, HdidP'rf thenviiiigM'anikn vi-ry witl spi'i-t-hcs oiUmuU-, • 

in ific ilntisf of OtjnuiHins wi-r^ tin'VOW^Uly'tan'u-. Hii luiU iiewr linard 
. tlicni prounsi- ii rnsolntiou i\i ['tivoiir of lUfSi-ttiii" society: lit: li.ail never 
licnrtl i\ revithUiouAry statement enU-i'itiii^ (’vimi them. .Tli-cy ua-re there 
auieiuUiijt the Tratte i)ifi|)iite.'i IViU oi' tiiikeriiie;'snmt; opier HiIIk, anil dniaif- 
Olid joii.s of timt kind in Ihn Liln-ral workshop-s ; iji f.actj earnhi-fj "their 

liviui' ill an lioMcst way ■iii-.th«,f:i'eat Parlhunciitary 'rautory,'. 

all 


Thijt was 


Xes; tiiat’s all riglibber,the cMrpitabst. And that's why strikes 
in Lngland are Gsbooed by the leiulers, and so often end in 
failure. 


H 


SrcrESHFi'i. Stk‘iki->. 

* It would 1 1 - only fair if-ilr. Huso would give the ri^aders of 
the Chirit})i some results nf stnkes elsewliioi'^e thau iu Ivugland., 
It'is a vemaiWhie fact that iu France, wdiere political detion is 
almo.st entirely igiiorbd b}' the Syndicates, '\’'jviaui in, his .report 
for 1906 has fo aoknowlc(lgc a tieiiieudous increase in the 
activity of the strike..movotneat, with successes that average 
nearly 70 per cent, 'rjiese ..aVeHigures given by the enetuy—: 

. Viv'iuni. " Again, from .WashingtoTi- comes tlio report of the 
j American Co'ijinissiou pf Labour, and here further evidence is 


forthcoming to show that strikes are by no nieaus s' t disastrous 
as^Mr. Rose loves to pmolaim. Taking a iieriod of t 


wetity-five' 


■ Mr. Justice Higgins,, as 'Pi:e.siden,t'of 'Mie Commouwoulth 
(hnirt of L'onciiiatluu and Arbitratinu, has given Ins decision as 
to w’hal.is.u.•'■fair and reasdnable' wage/' anti having regard tor 
thujahsulubu douiinactce of the Capitulfsb fe'’tass, and romeinbering ■ 
that the industrial and social systgm i^ ran in_tbe iute^resb 
of'that class. Justice Higginskdecision is^as good as could be-' 
, uxpeobed. , - ' : ( 

But what-dues it^all amouu'fc tol Is -any new principle' 
applied'f Xotu: wliafever. It is just,the application ot the 
well-woni principle of tlip “ living wage." It goes not one iota 
fin’tlicr than Uorst'-stjthle accommodaLion for tlte animal. The 
Lond''iu co.ster, wlio uses a dun key b-r draught purposes, applies 
thr same .priociple "for the upkeep his ‘'moke" as the 
employer.': are called upon to ^'oinpiy with now iu Australia iu 
pa^'ineut for the necessary huniau labour required to make tlieir 
])rofits.. , ■ .,0 . . .( 

'All the. fine phrases and philosap-hie rea'souing-of Justice 
'niggiuS''do. nob in the slightest degree rennove the Australian 
workers from, their pusitiou as .wage slaVA'S. And this is the 
.most recent and perlnips the igost j sympatlietic leg;tl decision , 
ever-given. . The i no re reason why we should face the situation 
' squarely aud~a.sk where we stand. '' ‘ 

■dpheTeply to that is, that by this deci^m" the Australian., 
■worker illegally classified as a luuuau ' iiainial y’v'ho^e services' 
must be available for the master-class'when desired by that, 
class, and bdieti so desired, bis remuneratimnsjnill be tb;at aniount' 
calculated to barely provide a sufficiency of *aiecessaries for the 
plain ton i\n eg of uui urdiuaryjsiiied lamiiy whilst the job las.ts, 
Ho provision is inadc or proposed whereby the man and his 
faiiiily shall f^ubsist during t)ie spells ot culoreed idleness and 
sickness. " ^ . * ’ 

'i’his in clarion tou^s dcchu’cs that the Australian workers 
are exploited of all they prodneej less the b.are subsistence wage. 

Evgry discusshoji tliat'takes'|)lficg.iii,i^t.Jio Federal Parliament 
on tito New ITotccbion, and in the ofate'Parliament ’on the 
Factories'Act, makes it iiiereasingly; clear that the entire body 
of. orticialdoni, egged on by the master-class, are do ter mined to 
rua’iioeuvre AvitU Wages Boards,- Appeal Courts, and the like 
until they s'uccessfully get the Avorkers tied up by the leg, and 
by their uofarimm legislative'trickery to bulldose and render 
'ficl]jless the workers'as a class. , ^ 

d'he workers 'desire frcodoui, and the Plutocracys like tho 
Lg-yptian Pharao,h, refuse to let them go. The children of 
Israel had severeij baskiuasters*, theyAvebelled against them, 
'and Moses led.them, as a strike leader. It was an industrial, 
sociah and Tacial'revolt, and rather than be longer enslavdd 
.they , puG down their tools; that is, fcHoy struck wdrk,^ and 
'declared 'they would ■^■'takeHiot luck aud go to a less] civilised 
country imd be their own'mastn's.' ' ^ - 

The workers here, to-day, are not their own masters. They 
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are in’bondage to-tRe hypocritical crowd of so-called Christian 
•employers. Eydry day the workers are robbed far worse than 
the Israelites! were by the -Egyptians of old. ' ' 

In a county where -prices are high, a wage of 6 s, a day is 
looked upon by many^ as a good, wage for a labourer.' Justice 
Higgins has givQn .his decision as 7s., and, allowiuig for broken 
time, think what a standard that means for the'maintenance of 
a famiryl 

In the Facjjories Act, now under discussion, "it is'provided 
’that Wages Boards^ determination may be suspended if a 
dispute is probable. A most shamefaced, provision for the 
masteivolass to cut down ^^vages aud employ scab labour. 
Verily, it is enough to sicken a dog and make one squirm wlien" 
legisration is referred .to. - 

The outrageous robbery that .has been ’going on the last 
three •months since, the new* tarifi’proposals were made is just of 
the kiud the money crowd, the capitalis.t...exploiters, revel in | 
Rush up.;the pi‘ice, the w«*rkei >3 mustqjay it !» Add 2o per cent.,' 
nd :piatt,cr that the tan ft' is nut au<l umy never be a fact; use 
"Ihe dec'afibn to tieece the 'wretched workers .still • rriore ! fSucli 
dir.tjy se homij.i g wo n I <1. H i« 1 1> e an alii gat or, u'i it 11 h i s. i .s tli e o u too lue 
of legislative vV-isdoiu ! ‘ • . 

^Vorkeiv, you have absolutely im liope of retlress’ till j^ou 
understand uml enib'rst* SoefAUus^p There is no hope tor you in 
p§ftch work’ legisItitioh. 81 a ves ytlU =aro, a ud slaves 'y^u’ 11 bo bill 

yeu .d arn,Lto dec 1 are iu favo ur of e-nu ph>te freetlom. 

When the workers .loudly mid eowragetuisly inshst upon the 
great social changes, then the capitalist.s,, save their skins,, 
will readily enough pr-qiosc palliatives. Xow, because the 
workers claim only a " fair wago,’| which, being jiUcrprebcd 
means, theq' claitu uu'y <>ue-tl)ird of the results <»f their laboUr, 
the • fat uianVAvho gets two-ihird.-i, is busy trying to get the 

other also.' • • ' ' • X 

• Five pounds a week, iit kntsb, is the value of the workman in 
this State, and two pdim<ls only is jiTI he is allowed fer-geti-i-and 
Uiiioinsui as we know it/ami ,})olitics*as^ we experience" them, 
flutter about year .after yhar'as to whether a man shall havo 
il9s, 6 d. I'V lOs.-dd. a week. As Socialists, wu,want the lot and. 
mean to have it. As S iciaiisls^ w'e are deadly tjppused to the 
continued donjination of the exploiting class. Wo are pi’cparing, 
with the rest of the Socialists of tile world, to drive the capitalist 
out the position he has usurped. ’• . . ' - 

Fool about with trifling puerilities who will, as'to wlicldier a 
man* can live on a given mfuibev of ,pence‘[per week. The 
whole of the‘wealth produced must go to those who produce it^ 
that^s honesty. Thu capitalist system is based on rascality... 
The ■ capitalist, system is bu.sed on exploitation. And- tlie 
churches, parsons, priests, piistor.'s and deacons anrcapilja'Iistic 
chloroformers, destroyers of the workers^ virility, teeth extractors 
on behalf of the capitalists to heuder the workers impotent. 
But it’s'*uo us'e, the charm has gone, the spell is broken, and the 
Labour Bamsou is coming to his .strength ! 

Vopag lien, dare £ 9 , live! Young. Woinen,.say your souls 
ar 6 your own I 'Dare to demand that which is yours 1 Refuse 
to.''-'be, dominated as you have been in the past. 'Share in 
preafflhih^*'the gloric/lis gospel of Divine Discontent! Insist 
upon a full, a real, a true life, freed from the wretched humdrmn 
conventionalities imposed upon you. by‘a dominant master class. 
Join the Socialist l^trby. Dare to enrol in fraternal member¬ 
ship, take a pleasure ui letting it be-known that- you are a 
Socialist, that, you' recognise the Clas^ War, that you belie ire in 
International Solidarity, and that you are working fiu!_tlKi,full 
economic emancipation of both .se?:e.s I No slave-drivor.^^, no 
patrouiseik, no cbloroformers, but.a free and enlightened people, 
(Capable wbaltli producers, and capable of enjoydng-ilrwheu it is 
produced.— Tom IIaxx, Rcfhoariic.Socm/f.d, Xov. 16, 1907. 



. The Basis of Trade Unionism. 


])v EiiiLK i’oriil'yj,'. . ' 

• J/amher of ihe Freucli (leneml ('^n/hU-rudon-0/ L<iht>hi‘.. ■ 

-- - 

. ' T> . , * 1 ' 

■ ’ . . ■ (ContinnutioH.) * , 

- - ’ AGR’EliVENT INYUKDBll TO LIVE. ' '/ 

, . JUsiS Ol«’ Haiumonv. ‘ ■ 

Having deuion.strated that, ft6m a liistoiical point of view, the 
Trade Unioii uidveinent of the 20 th coutm-y is the normal t:o 11 set] 11 once 
of the working-class elibrts of tho IDth coMtiiry', we-must now examine 
the value of this movement from a pliilosoplueal ami a social’ point 6f 
view.. To begin with, let us set down the promisso.s iu a few linos. 

a aociuble/mimui: He cannot, and has uovor beoii aUle to, live 
is’olated iu the'world. It is inqios.dblu to concoivo the life of mou who 
do not form a .social .group. 'However rudimoutary ami pi-imitivo 
human .Agglomerations, men always gathered together-in sussociations. 
It .is hot' true, u-s Jeau ‘Jacques ■llous.s^-au, .Ricftri.st of ■deiiiocmtic„ 
serviUidu, taught,—tliathcl’m-e they I’ormctl sociclics men lived in U ■ 
.“ suite of nature,'' and wore only nhio to einergo from it when they 
relintjuishod jsoine of their natural rights by means 'of a ‘'social 
coutract.” • ; . - ’ ■ 

This idle, iwuselise, noWTinb of d.-ito, was much in yogwo at iho end, 
of the idili centti.ry. It,.inspired the revolutionary middle cliU'-s in 
17 d'J-U 3 , and it cohtuiiies to'be’the basi.s of law and of. instibiitiiiTis that 
hauipcr us. •. . ; 

* However erroneous Jeuti Jnciiu cs Ilous.scall’s .sophisms 'may’hoj Uioy 
have the advantage of giving jrphm^jpiiical vaiaisli to the prii^if^tof 
Authority, aud of being the thcoietic e.xpre.s.sum -of- uiidjae^mss 
interests. For this reason the middle c}as.s made tliem its lAvfi). It* 
drew them up iu tlie “ Declai,i,itio,ii.of the iiiglits.._of ilan ” as woH as in -. 
articles of the “ Code " of laws, so as to sci. uj) for itself u _com|>.lc ^ 
compendium of'.exptoitation and domin’al.uiu. ' 

Keither is it trile, as prochunied’.' tiy^ Darwiili.sts, (hat .society is but 
it battlelield where Vhe st/'/'f/r/fe yh/- f‘.t’iislenc 6 alo'iic regiihitcs the actimi 
of huiuiiu beings. This tlieory, as m'mistruus as‘it is erroneou.s, gives a 
hypooriliical and .scicntiiic varnish to- the. worst, forms of cxploitatioii. 
By these nieaii.s. 4 ho ^liddie class Con.str.iuLAJi-d exploiter is ll,10 
stromj * prod ucc d_ ’ by' n at u ra 1 selection, ly I h*i e; 1 s tlio e.\ jil oi te< I is a 

v:eid\Uiii!/tthfi victim of%i invincible necessity (also'natuial); and that 
the weak is compelled to ve^tafce or di .siyppoar mccordiug as tho stioug 
derives profit fiom one or otheTTof thesekolutimi^ — 

, Buell a theory eimld oidy take root by an arbitraiy-aiiul erroneous 
interpretation of Darwiij’s irKjas. if it were true, it cou.}d tiny how only 
appl,y fconlifl’ereut species. For war among one specie.s is an, riccideiital 
mohsti'osibyj among di fie rent species, iu tissuyiatiini, it is iilso 

unuaturul, iov.harinoiii/ is tin uuquestiontible necessity. 

The huuiau hnimaji needs Inirmony. If in' far di.sUniL ages heJntd 
not been in_^olidaiiM^’.^li44is f<-i!ow-nicn, ho'would never luive emerged 

1!.. .. l... ' 1 Ill .I f,.T1.1..-.. ... ..,.1 






.book: NOTES. 

The Ti'aiJb iiimt Mie -LvixU. By Joseph Clayton, ts. neW ■'‘Landon 
; . ■ A. C. Filield. • . ‘ • 

Ml’. Clayton has an easy ta.sk in proving the mon.strous stupidity 
■’‘of a heveditKi-y Chamber: we wish he would continue, and demon.strate,. 
as he-mij^hb easily do, the futility of a “ representative " Chamber. Wo 
sKoul^ then' have a comjil.ete ea'posv of the whole Parliamentary systoait. 
The pre.sent volume is well done a.s far us it goes, aiid'vvill maku a 
useful'book of reference. '. . . 

.Les ■ dn Join'. 10c. . Paris: Henii Fahroj-S'p-dluo des 

Giraiids-Augustins. ‘ ~ > 

' This publication has this special interest, tha,t in giving biographical 
..sketches of the'va'rious pei^ons, a yevjl good idea of the revolutionary 
and. political elemeiit.^, now in ‘'deadly struggle, iu France, can be 
obtained'. • So far, two have appeared, the first dealing with Clemenceau, 
the second with Crustave IIerv<h Both are uniquely ill us tin ted, and 
.the study of’each man well' done. 4 serie.s.of twelve, Is. 8'd. post-free. 


from the luTluial sta^, Good . fellowship. among -mun is -not only 
e.ssenli:d to ^n-ofy/•-?.¥<}/but to * 

' ' The mgreciueht in order to live, l^'*ft'btirtai,isiii^''a (ti'tiir^utl^rr■of“ 
ihdiv^dll!l^lity ill man, is a means of accruing Wibinidtiplying bis po.vyer 
df well-being.. 'rhe exatainatiim of the ve^l^.cotnIHpohs-of • life tlxab 
obtain iu .Ipimaii .species eilds in the' negatio'ti ..of‘tlieoric.s circulated 
by the dominant clas.ses, theories, timt only aim a.t fiTcil'haiit/g and y 
justifyihg e.xploita-tion of the luiis.'-e.s. j'' • 

indeed, altli6’ugh both doctrines^tbi*-tle'iuocrati.surof d. J, Rousseau 
of the 18 tli century and the middio-class Darwinism of the lOth—have .. 
theoretical distinct ions, they rotne to .the sihie 'conclusimi.s : they pro¬ 
claim pile spirit of renuhcijition, utid teach thao “ tlm liberty of each is 
li mi ted 1 >y the I i her ty_ of ot I u • rs.” By m e.i ns ,0 f 1 1 1 e.so d < a-l i i i 1 e.s' the 
spirit of sacrifice that svciit out’ of .fash ion a ml was di-crisliied in its. 
refigious aspect has again arisen and become a .social pi'incip!e. '1’he.so ^ 
doctrines teach that as soo’n as man agVeCs to live in society, he of 
neee.ssity renounces .some of his mituval rights. This renuncijitwn he 
zmikes on tlie altar of Aiil.horily and Pio|)crty, atul i«-sKKvdiange hp’ 
acquires tlie hope of enjo3’ing the rights Vliat-1i}i\e sarviveil Jii.s s-.uiri-fice, 
•Modern nations led away liv mctapin-isios, now wearing a scientific, 
iiow jrde'uioci^itic mjc-k, have bent Ih'eir‘h’ack.s arnl sacrificed their 
rights; fur these do^trinea liavi? been .so dinned iiitylhcm Dial to-day 
even citi'/.ens wlio pride themselves on being intelteci nally emaneqiated • 
acceiit as an uiKpiestiouable axiom Unit the Uhej'ty if each h Untiled Jo/ 
the Wjfii'ti/ .of othei's, ’ _ 

> This lying formula.will not bear exiimination ; it inean.s nothing 
more nor le.ss than a constant .and s perpetu.at aiibagoni.sin between . 
huniiui fieingtS. If it bad any truth in it,|iXn*ogre.ss \vould have- been 
impossible, lor life would diave been acphtlnnal struggle of enraged 
\Wld beasts.’ As the human animal couIJ chjIv Imvc satklicd liis.wante 
"by injuring l»is fellow-men, it would have meant never-ending struggles; , 
wain, and unlimited ferocity^. ■, . ' 

Butin spit^'of all ,,crimiuai^ theories that represent society as.a 
battlefield, and m’6h as beings bnft'^ible tp exkst'if they injure one 
another, tear one another to pieces, and devour one'another, we have . 
progressed, and the idea of .solidarity has Uourished becau.se thedimtinct 
of social harmony i.s more powerful than the theorie.s of the struggle 
for existence:—^•’ • • - • •• • 

TinsAeducliou may be pbjfcted to by some, who 41)* that the Sfcato . 
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has b^n an^ agent of pi'ogress, and that its intervention has/been 
moralising and pacifying/ This- allegation completes t^e sophisms 
quoted above, l^he *' ordei’ ” created by the State has but consisted in 
reproving and oppresaing -.ihe masses in order that' a privileged 
minority might profit, the masses being made malleable by the belief 
’'they h^p^been ■ impregnated with; consisting in the admission that the 
renunciation of part of their “ natural rights ” is necessary when they 
agree to a•“ social contract.” ’• 

We must oppose' the middle-class definition, of liberty that sanctions 
slavery and miserysby a cobtrary fbrmula which is the real expression 

• of social truth springing from,the fundamental principle of “harmony, 
jin order to struggle,”— Va&t ihe libei'ty hf each groios when in toxioh 
Moith the liberty of others. 

The unquestionable evidence of this definition explains the pro¬ 
gressive development of human societies. The power of hariniony in 
order to live has a dynamic force superior to the forces of division, 
.i’epression, and suppression exercised by parasite minorities. That is 
why societies have progressed. That is why they have not solely 
consisted of butchery, ruins, and mourning. 

• It is to our advantage tb become impregnated with this notion'of 
liberty Jn order to ,be proof against the inoculation of middle-class 
sophisms, so as to be able to understand what'the"word •“society” 

"meanst. It menus that, the chief propelling power of humanity is 
harmony^ association. • ‘ 

Let us also understand that society is the agglomeration of indi¬ 
viduals that constitute- it, and that it has no individual life of its owni' 
apart fioni (hem ; consequently there can be no'questiou 'of aiming at 
social happit)es.s other than individual, happiness of the human beings 
composing society, " , . “ ‘ ‘ . 

• . . .. UNION FOB PRODUCTION. . ■ ' 

* j 

The Social Embryo. - 

• ' '-:—L-l ■ • , 

^ Civic 'iind. Qeviocrgtic Dei'ivatives, ^ 

I , Harmony and concord in the battle Of life beiplf^reco^ised as‘ the 
social pivot, it-follows that society’s method.^f’Aggregation will .consist • 
of groups; ajrfd in*oi*der that individual growth may not be stunted 
and that it should ever continue developing, it is necessary for the 
gro,up to be in complete accord with economic functions. 

For human beings these functions have-two irreducible actions'— " 
(1) Consumption; Prpdiwtion. We are' born consumers, and we’ 
become producers. Such is the normal process." ‘ * '•'' 

■ ' The Consumeii. . 

; /As consumer, a huQian being should follow his own bent, and.in 
.fulfilling this function only think of his needs, the satisfaction of which • 
will perforcd be limited by possibilities. Consumption is the measure 
of social development: the. greater it'is for each, the higher^ is. the 
level of well-being. Present society in nowise 'works on these lines. 
Far from_ being free, the individual is subject .to> prohibitions and 
obstacles that can only be removed by means of money. Now, as the 
money is seized by^tlie governing class, this class, thanks to the privi¬ 
leges it eujoys; consumes according to its will' ^nd pleasure; on the', 
other hand, the worker who has made natural products consumable, 
and who besides this has benefited the capitalist from whom h,e-receives 
wages,-is pl.'iced in a position in which it .is . impossible >for him to 
consume.according to his needs.t '•" ‘ 

• -Such ad' iniquity is intolerable. It is nionstrous that individuals, 

save! children, invalids, and old people, should be abld to.-consume 
without producing. It is.also ni<|DStrous that the real producers should 
■be deprived of the possibility of cdpsuming. * ' 

Consiimption takes precedence of production, for we consume long" 
before v?e are •capable of producing. Yet in social organisation it is 
necessary to invert these terms .and make production the starting? 
point. , . ' ■ • . .s 

' ' . The Producer. . « . 

The producer is the basis-of everything. He fulfils the essential 
organic function that preserves society from extinction. He is the 
initjal coll of economic life, and it is.bis union and good understanding 
with other producei-s who Work with the'same ^object in-view—that m 
to say, at the sanae industry, the same trade, with^similar efforts—that 
reveal the bob'ds of sblldarity which, like a net, stre.teh3s over human 
collectivity. -- 

This enforced and logical' harmony among producers causes union 
FOR PRODUCTION, which is‘the keystone of society. No other form of 
®'SS^omeration is so necessary. “All others are_.of, a secondary nature.. 
It alone appears to be the .'social nucleus, the* centre of economic^, 
activity. But for the productive group to perform its function 
normally,.it must,raise the individual, and it must never Jiend'to** 
-diminish his autonomy under any pretext whatever. . ** 

Most assuredly, the proving of'the primordial part played'by tBS* 
poducer in society, ahd the group of which he has the right to be an 
integral part, fs I'elatively new. The identity of interests and com¬ 
munion of aspifutions among producers, co-ordinated according to their . 
needs., their professional activities anii-'their tendencies, have not always 
been as tangible as now. The understanding of social phenomena was 
impeded by ignorance, even without taking into account that economic 
development: had not then acquired the acuteneis of oui’ time.s. Another 
cauSe’imjading comprehension'sprung from the survival of the pre¬ 
ponderating part formerly played by fapiily gioups^s. At a given 


moment, when humanity was mosily composed of bunting and pastorar 
tribes, the family fulfilled .the function of social nucleus, a phenomenon '' 
explained by the fact that in those far-o'lF ages production, both ' 
industrial and agricultural, hardly went' beyond the famjly .circle, so 
that this agglomeration being sufficient for rudimentary needs, barter 
bad not yet begun to modify existing conditions. 

To-day these conditions have been subjected to such a transfoTma^^ 
tion that it is impossible to consider the family as an organic nucleus. 

It would, indeed be equivalent to legitimaljhig.all forms of slavery, for 
all slavery follows as a consequence of an autl/ority that the head of 
the family arrogates, by virtue of his strength and ancestry. 

Besides, nobody dreams of such retrogression. In quite another 
direction did the .middle clas^lat the daWn of its revolution in'1789 try 
to guide the tendencies of the people towards sociability. The middle 
class, needing men who would work, who would be flexible, malleable, 
and deprived of all power of resistance, vdestroyed the bonds of true 
solidarity, the coi’poration,*unde'r pretext of "uprooting trade privileges 
formerly looked,upon with favour by the ancient regime. Then, to fill 
the epjpty space left in the popular conscience, and to^hiuder the idea 
of association with an economic basis, which it dreaded, reappearing, 
the middle class manoeuvred to substitute in the place!. o.f true bonds of 
. solidarity h'esulting' from' identical' interests fictitious and' deceptive 
bonds of citizenship and democracy. 

Religion, which, till then had served the powerfuroLthe earth to 
checkmate and restrain ^ the tendency tpwards amelioration that im¬ 
pelled the' people, was relegated to the background. Not that the 
middle class disdained the brutalising power of .this “ curb,” but it 
considered leligion out of date and as having , done its work. The 
middle class professed 'Voltairiauism, and although it attacked priests,’ ’ 
it suggested to the working classes supei’stitionS qpite as abasing as 
Christianity^. Sovereignty of the Pi?oj»le: ! 'Home -ijVND Country ! 
became the fashionable idols. — - — 

The Patriotic Curb. . ' ., - 

In a civic direction the' middle class exalted patriotic sentimentalityT^ 

^ The-.ideological lines that unite men born by chance between- variable 
fiontiei-s surrounding 4 certain territory were extolled as sacred. They , 
earnestly taught that the _inost glorious d-ay in the life of a patriot is 
the one on which b© has the pleasure of Ijeing butchered for his 
couutryl , ’ . 

With such non^nse did they deceive -.the people and hinder them 
reflecting on the phbqsophic value of the moral virus they were being 
inocdlated with. Ibanks to the sound of trumpet and drum, wailike 
, songs and jingo bluster, they were trained to defend what they had not 
got: their inheritance. Patriotism can only be explained by the fact 
that all patriots without distinction own a part of social property, and 
nothing is more absurd than a patriot without a patrimony. Notwith¬ 
standing the absurdity, proletarians have reached the point at which 
they do not possess a clod of the national' soil; it follows that*there is 
absolutely no reason for their patriotism,-which is but a disease. : . 

Under the old system the military career was a profession like any 
other, only more barbarous.; and the Army, in which the patriotic big ‘ 
drum wals. .not beaten'was .a medley of mercenaiies “marching” for 
pay.■ • After the Revolution the middle class devised a blood-tax^ 

• Consanption {ov thQ .people, a natural deduction from' the hypothesis 
that in future the Fatherland was to be ** everybodyfs pi’operty ”; but 
it has continued to be “ the property of a few,” audHhose few " have,! 
thanks to the new system, sol"Ved the problem of causing their privi¬ 
leges to be protected by others, by those despoiled of their inheritance.. 

Here, indeed; appears a formidable, contradiction. The bonds of 
nRUonality, of which militarism is a tangible form, and which we-are' 
told tends* to-the defence of' common interests, has a diametrically 
,contrary resultit checks working-class aspiratibns. • . h 

It is not. the ideological frontier that separates nations into 
English, French, Germans, etc., that the-. Ar:.py watches ovqr, -bub 
principally the frontier' of riches in .order to keep tRelpOor penned un’-In 
poverty.. ‘ ^ 

The Democratic Curb. 

. , The “middle class has shown itself as crafty in a democratic 
■direction. ’ Having' conquered- political power and sedUred for itself 
economic^domination, it took care, not to destroy the mechanism that 
bad been of usejio^the aristocracy. It confined itself to replastering 
the State fro'nt^e sufficiently to change-its aspect, and to get it 
accepted as a new agency by the people.' 

, Now in society chere is nothing real save economic functions fully 
sufficient for individiyils and useful to 'groups!'' Consequently all, 
exterior drystellisation and'all political superfluity are parasitic and 
oppressive excrescences, and therefore noxious. 

-; Bub of this the people had no consciousness, and so it was easy ^o 
dupe them."*■* ^ - 

The middle class, with the inteqtion. of impeding the 'blossoming 
of economic sovereignty germinating in the liberty of association they 
had just'Stifled, taught the people, to turn to the mirage of political 
sovereignty, the powerless manifestations of which could not disturb 
capitalist exploitation. The fraud succeeded so well that the belief in ' 
political equality—that gr^at hoax—has done^'^ood service in keeping 
down the'masses during the last century. ' . 

It seems to,me there needs „but little sagacity to underst^and that 
the capitalist and the proletarian, the lando.wner and the have-nothing. 

Are not equals. , Equality is not .a'fact because both rich and poor are . 
in possesion of a-voting ticket.’’ , 

And yet the fraud goes on. Ikgoes on to such a pitch that' even . 
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there are, amoug welhmeanmg people, those who still have 
€onndence in these idle fancies « 

They are victims of a sitperfioial logic: they suit} up the itiQuence ' 
of the popular masses and compare it to the immericnl weakness of the 
governing minority, and reckon that the edncation of the masses sulSces 
in ord^r that they Ssa-y^ triumph by iiieatis of the hoi mal action of 
majorities- •' , ■ * . 

. They do not see that democratic grouping, with universal suffrage 
as ar basis, is not a homogeneous or lasting agglomeration, and that it is 
impossible to regulate it with a view to persistent a'ction. 

This group brings .together temporarily citizens lyhose interests are 
nob identical, such .as employers and employed ; and’ when, it unites 
them,1t phly confers upon them the right to decide about abstractions 
or illusions. / / , • ’ 

, ■ (To he conciudeii ioi our next issue.) 


■ THE WlAGIC OF SUPPLY AND DEMAND. 

The existence.of,Political Economy as »■ science apart is threatened 
by the giowth ,of the more synthetic Sociology, for our standards of 
" value are changing too quickly for the political economist. Instead 
or the wealth of nations, we are coming to consider the well-being of 
individuals. But that is no reason why we should not delight.ip the' 
attempts of the political economist to define the- natural laws of our 
present economic system, It is withJ;he same pleasure that we read of 
the Oopernican theory of the universe with its ingenious eccentrics and 
epicycles; The difficulty hith^fco.'-h®S\beeu that political economists 
have economised in anything Knt/pfpe^and ink. Now that we have 

'■Eaycock, Bwan Sonnensehein ■ 
andXJo,, a very neat nutshell'^ot^^i?§1y. 200 pages, large tj'pe), we can 
do so with ease. vFor Mr.Xayeock has a curt, pleasant way of putting 
his circles before u^. At the same time we are tempted to remind him 
that the Jaw of gTUvitatmnJ er Solidarity, was disedvered aftm-the time 
of Copernicus, and rather upset his/theories;:/7 '■ • - V '. 

Mr, Laycock begins by dividing thejw^die science into four depart¬ 
ments: Exchange, Band, Babour,-and'.^pital. His defiuitidn of the 
last thiee is excellent, and the distinction drawn between Laud and- 
Capital as clear as could be. But the question of exchange being the 
focussing point of his subject, he passes at once to the magic circle of 
Supply and Demand; or magic circles, we should say, fOr .they are 
really two, revolving in opposite directions. The first he "expresses in 
the following laws:— - . , 

..j ' Increased demand raises prices'; 

■ Higher prices induce supply; ' < ■ 

Increased supply lowers prices; ‘ _ 

Lower prices indue'e demand: ' > 

The second and cd'mplenientary circle is naturally formed by the 
lawsofpppositemotion;— 

Redded, ^dmand lowers prices ; • — ' 

Lower prides .reduce supply; ' 

Be<|^uced supply raises prices ; _- - 

Hi^en prices reduce demand. ' , 

. He then proceeds to. show how the free action of these opposite 
motions would produce stability of supply and demand, any unnatural 
interference, such as Government taxes on production, importation, or 
exportation having-a contrary and disastrous effect. The middling of 
Governments, he maintains, has been the cause of most. !of those 
irregularities which', among'other, curses, bring us thode of pbverfy and 
unemployment. Ihe hand of authority should be kept plear of these 
magic cii;eles. And not only the hand of State authority. The effect 
of Trade Unions is politico^econdmieally the same as that of Protection. 

It is true that ■ Mr. Layconk's conception of a Trade! Union. is rather 
antiquated. To him it is—as to some English Trade Unionistsyalas!— 
a select, selfish ga-thering of workers who "have abandoned all individual 
thought and action to the leadership of their officials. But even that 
cannot excuse him for neglecting nfc this point his unusually acute 
, poweis oi analysis. His dealing with the phenomena of exchange— 
and nothing could be more complicated than the problems of banking, 

_ currency, and internationaji exchange^is brilliantly clear. How, then, 
can lie fail to see that the combination of the producers is a natural 
phenomenon of production ?| He treats labour as a‘commodity quite 
logically up to thi^ point. - -For every other commodity he necessarily 
allows accumulation and the ^freedom of'^ithdrawai frohi the market 
when the demand is so small that prices, have fallen impctffitably low. 

would suppose that the same freedom might he allowed to labourj ‘ 
but “he who misses the chance of selling his goods still has them for 
Sule at some price, but the Isbour cbelt^ back ....... is not saleable 

when the'time has gone by.” Now, whfy' on, earth this difierehtiation ? 
The writer is himself loud in his denunciation of such. Does he not • 
.gqpds withdrawn- froni consumption and labour with- 
diVjvn from production are parallel pheiiooiona so far aspolitical 
economy is concerned ?* The actual value ofi the goods^is as.'much 
wasted uptil they are' freed for consumption, as the actual value of 
labour, is wasted until it is freed, for production. Would he deny that 
a reduced supply of labour (a’strike) is a natural consequence of the 
low prices offered for labour 

' tits conclusions are briefly that the ?Single, Tax would belill the 
reform necessary to bring. abo,nt a more stable^ condition of society. 

action -of, Goi^ernment should be ■ limited tff the jingle Tax 


V , 

ia his strongest conviction. » Government is a burden at best, even so 

far as it i.s necessary; to eulaigeiJs,sphere nnd cost.increases 

the btirden of those whose labour in various giades of employment ia 
MSential .... and invariably retards true progress,*’ “Government 
has done or assisted everything which in the iu-«cediiig pages has'been 
pointed out as bad. Many see, or claim to see, the benefiemt opera¬ 
tions of wtmt has been do ue by their particulHr party," and especially 
what their particular .party proposes to dOj but denouiicoin iiumeasured 
terms what has been done by the opposi^te section, and what is likely to 
bs done by^that sectinri. j'hey rlo not that ehonoDiicaliy th© 

results of their overmuch doing are the same iri both c:ises—evil and 
I that continually.” - ' ■ . 

Mr, Laycock is evidently not yet seriously interested in the modern 
developments of political economy, or he would have diffeientiiited 
between the old-fashioned 'Frade Unionist—with his faith in the 
authority of his Union superioi's and the State, his insistence on the 
protection of labour, and his'demand for the State to meddle in this, 
that, and the other-—and the modern Trade Unioni.st, who believes tliafc 
of his Union is the ’aggregate of the individual 
initiative of its members, who scorns any protection of labour as mneli 
as Mih-Laycockf reviles it, and who, in fact, is canying tli&-princip.!e of 
taissei’ /aire far beyond the 'desire'”6r. understanding of those who 
invented the term. To this modern phase of Trade TJfiionism we 
should like to direct Mr. Laycock's attention' before he say^ his last 
„ word ion political economy.. Then we shall look with intertet for the 
parallels he will be able to draw between the old “ pr'otectiohist ” Trade 
Unionism and the Protectionists, and between the hew “free Trad,e 
Unionism and the Free'l'rade and Free Labour he advocates., ’Mean- 
While Free Labour is a dmigeroua'weapon in an inexperienced hand.-- 
Mr. Laycock has mastered political economy in the study and presented 
it to us most^ invitingly. "We recommend him to look among the 
workers, where the true principles of Ictisser Jhire, Iccisser passer^ are 
being developed with the same'enthusiasm for Free'dom that inspires 
his most interesting little book: " ' K. W, 
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l^RepoH'i of the J/ovsnietit W'6 specidUjij wviiedy and sent in 

laier-tkan ike B5tk of echh monihf\ , 

The I^terniational Anarchist Federation of tjie'English 
i 'Provinces. - 

On Sundayj pecember 15 icist, the Federation—b^ld their second 
Qojlference in the Cabinet Makers’ Hall, 135ic''Islington, Liverpool, 
Forty comrades were' pre.sent. Tlie agenda being a large one, the 
necessity for getting to work quickly was felt'by all. . '> 

Comrade Bertha Isenbei'gvivas urianimoiisly selected as president, 
and in giving an address of welcome to the comrades, said it gave her 
great pleasure to g^'cst them to this the second. Conference of the 
Federation, as the probfs of a work laid in its resiilts. Federation ' 

had proved the necessity of- its existence, for since its inception on 
October 12 it had spread from Manchester fo the majority of the 
■principal provinces, awakening both an inteiest and a keen desire on 
the part of the comrades to enter the fray for freedom with tnoVe vigour 
than they had previously felt; for many who, owing to their isolation, 

^ had more or less lost touch witb ■ the movement, are - now proving by 
their eager inquiiies that the feeling of solidarity is still strong within 

them. The pgoletaire are fswt coining to tlie couciu.'iion that politics are 
_ useless as a means towards procuring tlieir economic freedom. Every¬ 
thing is tending to the acceptance .of Qur pi’inciple.s. , It‘behoves us, 

then, to be prepared and 'ready to l^ke our place iir'the industrial 
cUimy, alive to all that ia, alive to all that has been, for.ft i.s thus we 
will be enabled to steer blear of all that ma!y tend to wredk us at the 
crucial rihoment, W^e have in the past talked of orgnnis ition ; to-day 
we are makiiag^a bona-fide attempt to put it into practice. Let it be 
ever thus, that, we may go on with'direct action instead of words, words, 
words; and in once more heartily welcoming them to the Conference, she 
hoped that it would be/thO precursor of that greater, that -sublimer 
conference of a people free. 

In declaring the confere'hce open, the president asked the edmrades 
to give their opinions a.s briefly as-possible, and hoped the groups would 
act on the resolutions passed at tli|js conference, for unless there is 
perfect harmony these conferences would-be useless. 

The Secretary then read the corre^^pondence, after which he stated 
* that since the last conference five more groups had joiiied—the 
Liverpool Direct Action Gi oup, Nevvcastle-.ouil’yne FTeedom Group, ^ 
Cardiff Equality Group, Glasgow Anarchist Communist Group, and the 
Southport Group, only lecently formed. Then they had the kindly 
, wishes and promises of support from isolated'^comra,ilGs in other towns, 
each voicing their determination to try nft’d form groups. 'I’he secretary 
of the Swansea Debating Society wrote that he was doing his best to 
form a group .among its. members, and that lie has already the nucleus 
of one. Comrade Leviiisky (Birmingham) a.sked advice as to the best 
methods of fixing up a group tlioue. i^nr lady comrade who writes 
under the title of “ Red Rose ” in Feeedo,m, and is at present resident 
in .Sunderland, wrote that she has heard there are .some comrades theif, 
whom she intends looking up with the idea of forming a group. . 

‘ ’ TliO fii’st point on the agenda w^s from the Leeds Group, who 
asked that tfie conference discuss the question of printing and issuing 
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OomiMide Greenberg (Leeds) said that the Leeds Group having 
joined the Federation, it followed that Eboir printing plant was now as 
much belonging to the Federation as -to them, and asked that the 
conference sliouUl diseass tiie betit meahs of its being used for propa¬ 


ganda purposes Their group suggested-that with a little monetary 


assistiince it would'be possible to plmt targe quantities of literature for 
free distribution^ ' ‘ 


This wiis'agreed and Comrade Fox (Southport) was selected. ... 
Oomi-ade,3HUit,^.t''.i?,^fi:evl out the gi eut DMCE'sitjF ■t-hece|iexiat<sd.^£oc 


getting the uumrades together, which he thought would be best done by 
. lectures,-’tis ihis would waken up ^ a lot of comrades who for all 
pi apical purposes were asleep. He .supposed this was solely due to 
the geiiersLl lack of activity? throughout the Anarchist movement in the 
' pa^t, and .he claimed that constautly addressing the same audience 
afl'ecLed the speakers, hence the,[e would .be two good results, as a 
change of speakers would. IntereKt the audiences and also improve the 
speakeis. ‘ , . \ 

Comrade Smith proposed that this idea be accepted, and as a means 
of covering the“cost thlib a central fund beTormed. 

'J’he President, whilst agieeing with the proposition, did not agree 
with the idea of a central fund, as such had always tended towards 
harm; but she ^hpught it yrould be possible toi'aise the money necessary 
by voluntary contributionsr-^ 

The proposition was then passed. ‘ ‘ ■ 

It was decided to make'a strong appeal i to all groups to prepare 
public meetings, and if a group cannot‘cover the whole of the expenses, 
the Federation bear the same. It was also, decided that the selection 
of towns and lectures be left to tlie General Secretary^ . 

It was agreed that uU either points on the ngenda should be left 
over to the next conference, to be hqld in Leeds, February 1 and 2.' . 

In the evening there was a large’public meeting in.commemoration 
of the Decembrists. ' ' ■ ^ ' 

j All comrades are requested" to note that they should at opce 
send in what they can afford .tow)mle>4lie“ publication of free literature 
and the monthly report, stating how. much is intended for each, which 

will be acknowledged in weekly and monthly reports. - 

. ■ . “A. Despres. 


for free distribution small pamphlets and leaflets in English and in 
Yiddish. 


started a fund, their names attached to cheques for various amounts... 
The poor devils out'of work may getia “.bob” a week for two or three 
weeks—that may be all j but'wHat .more can 'our “city fathers” dq? 


, Oaeirade ■J'Cavan'agh (Liverpool) proposed that the offer of the 
Leeds*comrades to print free'literature be accepted,.and that, the cost 
of the same be covered by the whole Federation. Leeds in the past, ho 
said, had proved her ability to do what at that time Freedom was 
incapable of-doing—namely, reprint a lot of pamphlets then out of 
printand the spirit of aoHdarlty shown by the desire of the Leeds 
comrades to dp good educative work should be helped in every possible 
way by the Federation. 

Comrade Said el (Manchester) asked thS"ebnf 0 re'nce to consid&r the 
advisability.of printing pamphlets at a minimum price in preference to 
free literature. ■ 

■* r * ’ 

After further discussion, the question was put 'and agreed tp. 
Comrade Franks proposed that the Federation issue a- monthly 
report in English^and Yiddish, giving detailed accounts of the work 
done by each group. ' - 

Comrade Epstein said—We" should, not take upon .ourselves too 
much work, as each gioup had their local Work to attend to ; and all 
these reports could be made through FaBEDok and the_)Fb7’Aers’ 

Comrade Saidel—I think' the papers have enough to do without . 
. printing lengthy reports from the Federation. I can understand-them 
printing .short reports from each group, but to give full reports from-' 
each Federation and from the social movement every where,.and t&en' 

' firid space for their editorials, their translations, and Anarchist articles 
would lieed a paper out of all proportion. ‘. ~ 

The Piesideut pointed out that instead of a monthly report inter¬ 
fering with the sale of Anarchist literature, the tendency would be ■ 

, rather to increase their sales. ■ ■ 

Comrade Epstein proposed that aidelegal>e be sent to the conference 
of llie Yiddish-Speakifig* Federation, but advised -the selection of an 
impartial one a.'^ a iriFans towards gettili^lip impartial report. Sending 
a‘delegate would mean-that in.*<tead of some comrades stating hearsay ' 
for truths, we won Id have facts to'deal with. ■ . 

Comrade Kavanagh—I always think that the.essential principle of 
■ A.narcbism is organisation. I therefore support the proposition to 
■Sendta delegate to the conference. 


They haye done their duty to the •'inefficien ” ! They' have, just 
appointed a new town clerk at ah^adary of £1,200, to rise as time 
passes ! ■ , ■ _. 

An unemployed demonstr^ion took place here on Tuesday night, 
December 24, iri the big market. Several speakers addressed the 
cijowd, after which the .unemployed ' paraded the streets. Our group 
also, took part iu it, distributing leaflet's, such as “ Our Great 
Empire,” etc. R.- S. ■ 


■‘VOICE OF LABOUR” MFFLE. 

* . . I f 

Should the winner fail to claim, tha oil painting on or before 
January 22 qc 1, the picture will becojno the property of tlie VotOE , 
OF Labour groupl who will' dispose of it for the benefit of.,the 
propaganda. ' ^ 


zt- 


MOUTHLY aoknowledgments. 


. U—Junitary S.) - 

FrESUom '6r«arcm/‘ee Wand —A.'Howie 2s., Anon 10s., Anon (BonriiemoutU) 64,, 
VV. Wess 3s. 6d., A. G..6d., B. G. Gd., E. F. 6d., J. B. 6d., H. Glasse iOa., 
J. H. 4s,, B, Faitelson !«., L. Mecklenburg 2^., 'K. W.’lOa., F;’K, iOs. 
Pmyphlei Fund.^ —Anon £1, P, K £2, G,-Valeasin'10s. 

PSKicnOM SnhsTriplion$, “A. '■Ktril’ell Is. 64., VV, M. B, 2s.., J. Galopin Is, 0d., 
Clarke Is. 6d., E. Daclienin Is. , A. Yollis Is., G. Stecherfc Ss., 
J. Hose Is. 6d. ■ . . : ’ , 

Sales of Far,BOOM.—G. V. Aldridge Is. id.,’Henderson 2s. .4d., H. R. R. 2^,, 
A. Bird 23 ., Goodman 43. 94,, R. Guudersen 23., H, Taylor 2s. 9d,,'W. 
Wess Is., D. VVormald la.- 6d., A. GoldbergJs. 84., F Gonlding 4si. 94., 
H, Glasse Sc., .B. Green I latfc Gs , B/ Fajtelson Is. 64 , F. Kitz 2s., F. Large 
I Is. 4d., A. iiowie 2s,, B. Levin Gs. 64 , W. Cohen la., S.. W'erniont 2s, 
Pamphlet ftnd Book fitdes.—A.’ Foner 9s , H, R. R. 53., T. S. Ss., R. Gundersen 
■ ' 2a. 8d., K. Is. 64., G. C. Is., A, .Goldberg Gs. 2d,, F. Gonlding Is. 6d,, Mi 
Silverman la. 6d., B. Greenblitt 4s., j. H. M. la., H'. -Sii- UTi^i' 

H, Rubin Ha. 3d, ' - 

^ ■ “VGICE OF LABOUR” FURD. 

Harrogate Coirirades £1, S. G. 23. l^d., F. Gonlding Gd., Two'^Coinrades (per 
Desser) Is., R. Clarke 6d.- 


Gommunist Club, 107 Charlotte Street, W. 


On-JFRIDAY, JANUARY ’24, at 8 p.n)., 

- AN . INTERNATIONAL MEETING 

■ I ■ ‘ In Oomraeraoratiotf ^ 

BLOODY, SUNDAY M :Bf> I^BTJEESBUR'G. 


ADMISSION FREE. 


LABURNHAM HOUSE, 134 HIGH, .STREET, BATTERSpA. 


On ^aiYDAY, XB; at 7-SO pM., 

y A Debate on j0LM.arC!l:i.isi3a. will' take place. 

ForrYX. 'UNDERWODD. Againkt: J7 PmCERALD, S.P.G.B,. 

Admission Fbee. 

h eIkt i> Easons, . ~ 

J- , ^ , 


66- CHARIN^G. CROgS ROAD, LONDON, W^C., - 

Al.so !it 15a Patebnoster Row, E.O., 7— 

1 Socialist,‘Labour, Rationalist, and all Advanced, 

' ■ 7 ' Thought Books and Periodicals, . „ . 

Pvhlishimj of Deadly Faralhlf Price \d. 




MOTiatEFt EARTH. 

Publishod by FajmA Goldman, i ... 

Oi^ces : 210 Eadt 13th Street, New York. City',^"UiS. 

Can be obtained from FiibboOm: Office. 6d. monthly, .post-free 7d, 
-rv... Back iiumbers supplied, \ , ! ' ■ 

Specimen copy sent on=receipt of Id. scamp. 




1 I 


Pamphlet and Book iI4st. 


Newcastle. . ..— 

_ 4 

We are steadily plodding, making tUe-Newcastle Group permanent, 
with the aim to becoiue a fighting factor in the hear future. A.lthough 
tlie group iMt summer was just about wrecked, yet thd remaining ones 
held together with some tenacity and purpose, for wfe have now made-a ' 
few meiubers, young men at ^hat, who,'art* giving promise of doing 
good propaganda. . They ' haVe advanced . froni\ the ranks of Social 
Deinhcnicy, viz,, State Socialism. One, Qomrade C. R. Crawford, whb 
happens -to be, a good speaker, but who has been suffering frohi a 
series illness, hopes to be [able to do some open-air work this year. This 
winter’'we aye quietly ‘meeting togetherj writing, discussing, and 
studying the principles pf Anarchism. ' - au. 

. NewcaatleTon-Tyue is suffering, like -all other congested centres, 
from an overdose of unemployed. I mean the workless are suffering, 
‘Wo have them marching t|ie city with conspicuous banners, inter¬ 
viewing Councillors, etej for work) but now leading citizens have 


ANARCHISM: its FHrLOSoFHY and Ideal. By F. Keopotkik Id. 

THE STATE ; Its Historic Bolec, By Peter Kropotkin. 2d, 
RESPONSIBILITY and SOLIDARITY in the Labor Struggle. Id. 

AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG, Br Pjb-ter Kropotkin. ,ld. 
LAW.'AND ATJT'HORTTY, By• Peter ICROPoxjtiN. .2d. . ■ 

SOCIALISM THE BEMED'Y. By Henry GlassA Id. 

SOCIAL DEMOGBACY IN GEBMANY, By Gustav LandaCer. H 
ORGANISED AVENGE ANCB—Callep “JUmCE.'' By Petbb:. 


, Kropotkin.^ Id. 


EVOLUTION AHD REVOLUTION. By E. Heoles. Id. 
THE KING AND THE ANARCHIST. 2d. 

THE SOCIAL ORNERAL STRIKE , By. Arnold- RoLLiiC^d. 

THE MASTERS OF LIFE* By MAJtm GoUKY,' 3il\poat-free. 


THE CRIMINAL ANARCHY LAW, By T. ScnBOEiiEtt. 31. post-free.^ 


_ . All orders, with cash, should be sent to 
.Manager, “Freedom ” Office, 127 Ossuiston' Street, London, N.W. * 


Printed and pnbHshed by T.. H. j(iLYer.li,T27 Osaulaton Street, London, N, W. 
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